2016 TROOP 410

WHITEWATER RAFTING TRIP
It’s that time again! On Friday 5/13, Troop 410 will depart on a whitewater rafting trip to the Lehigh River in the Poconos.
Our destination, Whitewater Challengers (WWC) has a full service campground, geared toward groups. All food for this trip
is included and we eat in an outdoor cafeteria serving home cooked
food. Upon arrival Friday night, we’ll setup our tents at a wooded
campsite.
On Saturday, after breakfast, we’ll board a bus to the river. Rafting
will take approximately 4 to 5 hours depending on conditions and will
involve Class 2 and 3 whitewater conditions. 
This will be a dam
release trip which means were are pretty much guaranteed to
have great rafting conditions.WWC provides rafts, life preservers
and lunch along the river. All we need to bring is warm, water
resistant clothing. The weather may still be cool in midMay, so wet
suits are are recommended for rental. After rafting, we’ll return from
the river and enjoy a BBQ dinner. The campground offers hot
showers, snack bar, and a souvenir shop, along with activities such
as sand volleyball, basketball and field sports.
Trip Dates

Friday 5/13/2016 to Sunday 5/15/2016 (rafting at 9:10am Sat 5/14)

Departure time/location

Friday 5/13, 6 PM, St Paul’s Methodist Church

Destination

Whitewater Challengers, White Haven, PA (
whitewaterchallengers.com/lehigh
)

Costs

$100 per scout $80 per adult plus $20 each for wetsuit rental (recommended)

Meals included

Breakfast, lunch and dinner on Saturday. Breakfast on Sunday.

Supplies to bring

Tent, sleeping bag, warm/water resistant clothing, old sneakers, eyeglass straps,
sunscreen, cash for souvenirs and wetsuits

Permission slip and payment due in full by Wednesday 5/4.

Permission Slip
Parents:This trip involves an approximate 4hour drive, and we always need drivers, so please join us for
the fun, and volunteer to drive for this great annual Troop 410 event!

Scout Name

Parent participation
(enter Y or N)

Driver Name

How many can
you transport?

Driving [ ] , Rafting [ ]
I have read and filled out the attached Release of Liability form and give permission for my son ___________
to attend the Rafting trip at Whitewater Challengers in White Haven, PA from 5/13/2016 to 5/15/2016.
Parent Signature:

LEHIGH-13

RELEASE OF LIABILITY – READ BEFORE SIGNING

In consideration of being allowed to participate in any way in the Whitewater Challengers program, its related events and activities, including but not necessarily
limited to activities like whitewater rafting, hiking, biking, paintball, disc golf, kayaking, canoeing, camping, ziplining, geocaching, and other outdoor activities, I,
), the undersigned, acknowledge, appreciate, and agree that:
(print name:
1.

The risk of injury from the activities involved in this program is significant, including the potential for permanent paralysis and death, and while particular
skills, equipment, and personal discipline may reduce this risk, the risk of serious injury does exist; and,

2.

I KNOWINGLY AND FREELY ASSUME ALL SUCH RISKS, both known and unknown, EVEN IF ARISING FROM THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE
RELEASEES or others, and I assume full responsibility for my participation; and,

3.

I willingly agree to comply with the stated and customary terms and conditions for participation, including any age, weight, height or other requirements
that may apply. I understand that I must wear shoes or booties, and an approved personal flotation device at all times while rafting. I am in good
health, I understand that physical exertion may be required, and I have no known physical disabilities or health problems that will present any risk to my
participation in the program. If I observe any unusual significant hazard during my presence or participation, I will remove myself from participation and
bring such to the attention of the Company immediately; and,

4.

I permit the use of any photos or video of me taken during the day’s activities for publicity, advertising, other commercial purpose; and

5.

I, for myself and on behalf of my heirs, assigns, personal representatives and next of kin, HEREBY RELEASE, INDEMNIFY, AND HOLD HARMLESS
WHITEWATER CHALLENGERS, their owners, officers, officials, agents and/or employees, other participants, licensors, licensees, subcontractors,
affiliates, sponsoring agencies, sponsors, advertisers, and, if applicable, owners and lessors of premises used for the activity (hereinafter “Releasees”),
WITH RESPECT TO ANY AND ALL INJURY, DISABILITY, DEATH, or loss or damage to person or property associated with my presence or
participation in any part of the Whitewater Challengers program, from the time of my arrival at Whitewater Challengers until my final departure
therefrom, WHETHER ARISING FROM THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASEES OR OTHERWISE, to the fullest extent permitted by law; and

6.

Any claims or disputes arising from my participation in this program shall be venued in the Luzerne County Court in the town of Wilkes Barre, PA or in
the Supreme Court of the State of Pennsylvania.

I HAVE READ THIS RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK AGREEMENT, FULLY UNDERSTAND ITS TERMS, UNDERSTAND THAT I HAVE
GIVEN UP SUBSTANTIAL RIGHTS BY SIGNING IT, AND SIGN IT FREELY AND VOLUNTARILY WITHOUT ANY INDUCEMENT.
X _________________________________________________________ Age: _________ Date Signed: ________________ Trip Date: _________________
PARTICIPANT’S SIGNATURE
Name (Please print clearly)

Street and Apt. Address

City

State

Zip

Email

FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS OF PARTICIPANTS OF MINORITY AGE

(Under age 18 at time of registration)

This is to certify that I, as parent/guardian with legal responsibility for this participant, do consent and agree to his/her release as provided above of all the
Releases, and, for myself, my child and our heirs, assigns, and next of kin, I release and agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Releasees from any and all
liabilities incident to my minor child’s involvement or participation in these programs as provided above, EVEN IF ARISING FROM THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE
RELEASEES, to the fullest extent permitted by law.
X _________________________________________
PARENT/GUARDIAN’S SIGNATURE (if under 18)

________________________________________ Date Signed: ____________________________
(Print Name)

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Q: Must a parent or legal guardian co-sign for each minor (under 18) child?
A: Yes.
Q: How dangerous is whitewater rafting?
A: Whitewater rapids are defined from Class I (very mild) to Class VI (extremely difficult). Selecting the appropriate level of whitewater, relying on
professionally guided raft trip services, and following the rules and instructions offered by your outfitter all contribute to greater success in
managing the risks associated with river rafting. Clearly there are risks associated with all active outdoor sports, including rafting. A recent
national study of customary (indoor and outdoor) activities, completed by the Business Research Division of the University of Colorado, found
that statistically, commercially guided whitewater rafting is 70 times safer than automobile travel.
Q: How long has Whitewater Challengers offered these activities and what has been their safety record?
A: Whitewater Challengers first introduced whitewater rafting trips on the Lehigh River in 1975, and has provided guided tour services continuously
for more than 4 decades, serving nearly 2 million guests on more than 16 million miles of guided trips on five whitewater rivers in Pennsylvania
and New York, compiling a safety record that is the envy of the industry. Whitewater Challengers meets or exceeds the rigorous safety and
training requirements established by state regulations for commercial rafting trips.
Q: What kinds of injuries are most often associated with rafting trips?
A: Bumps and bruises are the most common injury, and these can usually be avoided by adhering to the safety instructions offered prior to your
trip. Most important among these instructions are:
Remain seated, with both legs inside the raft, even in calm sections of the river.
Do not dive into the river, either from the raft, or from shore.
If you must splash, use your hands; never the paddle.
These and other easy-to-follow guidelines can help enhance the safety and enjoyment of your trip.
Q: What other safety measure are taken on and off the river?
A: Raft trips are accompanied by qualified, professional guides who are trained in First Aid and river safety techniques. Instruction and supervision
are provided before and during your trip. First aid supplies and safety equipment accompany every trip.
Q: Are more challenging trips available for more experienced rafters?
A: Yes. While the Lehigh is usually rated Class I, Class II or Class III whitewater, and is well suited to beginners and children as young as 5 years
old at certain times of the year, guided rafting trips on the Hudson and Black Rivers in upstate New York offer more challenging rapids up to
Class IV and Class V.

